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A Vision of the Future
O

ver the course of the Regional
General Aviation and Heliport
System Plan, typical aviation demand
forecasting methods will be studied
and enhanced through a series of
analytical papers and technical
reports. The development of a new
forecasting model will assess previous
forecasts, which include the 1991
Regional Aviation System Plan as well
as the Federal Aviation
Administration’s (FAA)
most current Terminal
Area Forecast (TAF).
The importance
of this forecasting
process is multi-fold.
Short term forecasts
support operational
planning and personnel
requirements at
individual airports.
Intermediate (five to 10 years) and
long term forecasts (10 to 20 years) are
used to plan major capital investments.
Forecasts beyond 20 years can be
used to assess the need for additional
aviation facilities.
Recognizing that forecasting
results are only as valid as the input
data used, the goal of this forecasting
process is to refine what is nationally
available through FAA’s TAF to provide
locally robust forecast data. This will
be accomplished through the use of
regional datasets such as surveys of
local airports, travel time data, and

local zoning that protects airports.
This regionally available data will be
combined with federal and state data
to ensure that all known factors are
included in the forecasts.
The methodology to be utilized
in this study will follow the FAA’s
published guidance. Specific elements
include: (1) categorizing annual
operations as air taxi and regional

was near 3 percent in 2007, a level
that has had historical correlation to
strong business jet growth. However,
future economic growth may also be
subject to downturns due to rising oil
prices, credit markets and international
currency valuations. All of these will be
considered as the model is developed.
The analysis of both projected
growth and other factors will be
included in this
forecast. By combining
locally robust data with
historic aviation trends
and new technologies,
the new forecasting
model will offer a clear
picture of general
aviation and vertical
flight activity in North
Central Texas. m

Sustained growth
in national, regional
and local economies
increases demand for
business-related activity,
such as aviation.
commuter, general aviation and
military; (2) inclusion of aircraft
types and designs including review of
available data on Very Light Jets and
other new technologies; (3) review
of other elements including annual
instrument approaches, visual flight
rules (VFR) operations, training
operations, fuel volumes, etc.
The model will also recognize that
sustained growth in national, regional
and local economies increases the
demand for business-related activity
such as general aviation flight activity.
For instance, the FAA projected growth
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Online Survey Ensures Correct Data

A

n online survey provides sponsors
and managers of approximately
400 general aviation and vertical flight
facilities in North Central Texas the
opportunity to contribute valuable
information for the Regional General
Aviation and Heliport System Plan.
Because each aviation facility has a
unique mission, several separate surveys
will be used, one each for airports,
heliports/vertiports, and hospital
heliports. This survey process will help
to ensure that accurate data is being
used in the system plan analysis,
including a review of economic impact
and the value that communities place
on their aviation facilities. This data
includes ramp area, land compatibility,
services and activities available to users,

pavement conditions, procedures and
standards, business and financial
operations, aircraft storage capacity,
rates and charges, planning goals and
improvement projects.
Survey information will also be used
in the Online Regional Aviation Data
Management System now under
development as well as the aviation
forecasting process described on the
first page of this newsletter.
If you represent an airport or
heliport in North Central Texas, and
would like to participate in the
survey, please contact Michael
Mallonee at the North Central Texas
Council of Governments via telephone
at (817) 704-2513 or via email at
mmallonee@nctcog.org. m

Registrations by County
County

Aircraft

Pilot

Collin

50

333

Dallas

1013

142

Denton

685

624

Ellis

246

88

Erath

65

4

Hood

255

120

Hunt

193

598

Johnson

292

29

Kaufman

121

21

Navarro

135

118

Palo Pinto

124

1461

Parker

298

153

Rockwall

104

108

Somervell
Tarrant
Wise

12

59

1221

39

218

28

Source: FAA Civil Airmen Registration 2007

The goal of the forecasting and survey process is
to refine what is nationally available through FAA’s
Terminal Area Forecast to provide locally robust
forecast data based on high quality input data.
Leading the Planning Process
Members of the Air
Transportation Technical
Advisory Committee
represent North Central
Texas cities and oversee
the system planning
process currently
underway at NCTCOG.
They are:
Cynthia Godfrey, Chair
Airport Director
Mesquite Metro Airport
Donald J. Barbour, Vice Chair
Executive Director
Bell/Agusta Aerospace
Company
Bell Helicopter Textron, Inc.
Lisa Pyles, A.A.E., Secretary
Airport Director
Addison Airport
Bobby Bateman
Airport Supervisor
Mineral Wells Airport
Worth M. Blake
General/Business Aviation
Consultant
North Texas Commission

Randy J. Byers, C.M.
Airport Director
Grand Prairie Municipal Airport

Mark Nelson, C.M.
Chief Transportation Officer
Denton Municipal Airport

Raymond E. Caldwell
Representative
City of Ennis

Allen D. Parra, A.A.E.
Vice President of Operations
Dallas/Fort Worth International
Airport

Keith A. Craigo
Owner/President
Serspec Associates Inc.
Ruben Delgado, P.E.
Director of Engineering
Collin County
Lana Furra
Airport Manager of Dallas
Executive Airport
City of Dallas
Donald C. Jensen
Representative, City of Irving
Greater Irving-Las Colinas
Chamber of Commerce Transportation Committee
Kerry G. McAnally
Owner, A1 Aircraft Maintenance
Company
Pilot, American Airlines
Lt. Keith Morris
Air Traffic Control Officer/
Airfield Manager
United States Navy
Naval Air Station Joint Reserve
Base Fort Worth

Kenneth L. (Kent) Penney, Jr.,
A.A.E.
Aviation System Director
City of Fort Worth
Lori Philyaw
Community Relations Manager
City of Greenville
Bob Porter, A.A.E.
Airport Manager
Arlington Municipal Airport
Kenneth Pyatt
President
SKY Helicopters, Inc.
Arb Rylant, C.M.
Airport Manager
Lancaster Airport
David Turnbow
Director of Infrastructure
Services
City of Bridgeport
Timothy D. Ward, A.A.E.
President
Alliance Air Services

Kenneth F. Wiegand, A.A.E.
Airport Director
Collin County Regional Airport
City of McKinney

Non-Voting Members
Linda Howard
Director of Planning and
Programming
Aviation Division
Texas Department of Transportation
J. Michael Nicely
Manager
Texas Airport Development
Office
Federal Aviation Administration
Bobby Waddle
NCTCOG Executive Board
Representative
Mayor, City of DeSoto
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Rotorcraft Offer Solutions
for Transportation Needs

A

s planning for the 2011 Super Bowl begins, regional
aviation planners are looking for ways to use local
vertical flight technologies to meet transportation and
emergency response needs to accommodate special
event traffic.
Suitably located rotorcraft landing areas can provide a
base for rotorcraft operations in emergencies as well as for
scheduled city-to-city and other commercial operations.
This will be true in the week surrounding the Super Bowl
in 2011, and regional planners hope to leverage additional
long-term use as a legacy of this regional event.
The high costs to develop necessary operational areas
such as new vertiports and all weather Instrument Flight
Rules (IFR) airspace may be difficult to justify if they are
only used in one-time or emergency situations, according
to Donald J. Barbour, Executive Director of Bell/Agusta
Aerospace Company and Secretary of the Air Transportation
Technical Advisory Committee. The solution may be found
through integrated event planning between the local,
regional, state, and federal levels as Super Bowl plans
move forward.
Unfortunately, rotorcraft have poor public acceptance
and are often rejected based on a perceived lack of
financial needs, as well as noise and safety concerns.
However, the new generation of vertical flight technologies

offers opportunities for the development of local
vertiports for business and emergency purposes with
smaller noise footprints than older technologies. These
facilities will help to connect North Central Texas
communities by giving travelers a way to avoid ground
traffic congestion and delays by efficiently utilizing
airspace in the region. m
Source: Bell/Augusta Aerospace Company
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Join us for the

Aviation Summit 2008
Tuesday, August 26, from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Arlington Convention Center
Sponsored by the
North Central Texas Council of Governments
Hear updates to the Regional General Aviation and
Heliport System Plan now in Year 2 of the five-year
comprehensive process, funded by the FAA. Tentative
topics are:
Forecasting Methodology
Online Regional
Aviation Data
Management System
m Second Encroachment Analysis
m Environmental Impacts
m Status of the Very Light Jet Market
m
m

Details will be available
soon at www.nctcog.org/
aviationsummit.
Reservations may be
made online
beginning July 1.
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