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Ground Access
The Link to Regional Airports
G

round accessibility is key to an
airport’s economic viability and
plays a role in its success. Congestionfree access to regional airports helps the
airport system to sustain growth and
prosperity. This is especially true in North
Central Texas where the vast aviation
network consists of two commercial
service airports, 11 reliever airports,
and one industrial airport. The task of
ensuring adequate connectivity to the
region’s population and employment
centers is vital.
The Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) has established criteria for
providing federal funding for airport
surface access improvements, called

intermodal connectors. These roadways
connect airports to major U.S.
highways and interstates. Generally,
only airports with commercial service
or significant cargo operations qualify
for funding under the FHWA’s criteria.
Currently, roadways surrounding
Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport
(DFW), Dallas Love Field, and Alliance
Airport have designated intermodal
connectors.
To address surface access
improvements, at the region’s
reliever airports that don’t receive
FHWA funding, the North Central
Texas Council of Governments
(NCTCOG) has recently produced

an Airport Ground Access Report
which identifies both planned
improvements and needs facing these
airports. To address ground access
improvements, NCTCOG allocated
$54.5 billion in funding for surface
access projects from 1992-2011. This
illustrates the regional importance of
and commitment to funding airport
access improvements. In the future,
NCTCOG will continue to be tasked
with facilitating the link between
surface transportation funding efforts
and ground access needs surrounding
reliever airports. To view this report
in its entirety, please visit
www.nctcog.org/systemplan. m

Criteria for
Intermodal Connectors
1. Passengers: scheduled
commercial service with
more than 250,000 annual
enplanements.
2. Cargo: 100 trucks per day
in each direction on the
principal connecting route,
or 100,000 tons per year
arriving and/or departing
by highway mode.

Airport Signage along Interstate 20.
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3rd Annual Aviation Summit
Showcases Phenom 100,
Transportation to Super Bowl XLV
O
n October 1, 2009, the Third Annual
Aviation Summit was held at the
Frontiers of Flight Museum in Dallas and
included a static display of an Embraer
Phenom 100 Light Jet provided by Executive
Airshare.
Summit attendees were informed of
current environmental and economic issues
facing general aviation (GA) and the positive
impact Super Bowl XLV will have on North
Central Texas and its economy.
NCTCOG Transportation Director
Michael Morris, P.E., highlighted industry
professionals’ transportation coordination
efforts for the world’s top sporting event.
Super Bowl transportation planning is
designed to enhance the Game Day
experience by encouraging use of the
region’s multi-modal transportation
infrastructure including:

• Commercial, Reliever, and GA Airports
and Heliports
• High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) Lanes
• Dedicated Bus Lanes
• Park and Ride Shuttle Systems
• Light and Commuter Rail Passenger
Services
Additionally, summit breakout
sessions moderated by Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) officials, regional
airport managers, and NCTCOG staff
included discussions about:
• Air Cargo
• Airports GIS
• Security at GA Airports
• Encroachment Prevention
• North Texas Aviation Education Initiative
For information on the upcoming
NCTCOG Aviation Summit, please visit:
www.nctcog.org/aviationsummit. m

Airspace Report Catalogs Regional
Airspace Characteristics

T

he Regional Airspace Report, a product of the General
Within North Central Texas, an approximate 15,696
Aviation and Heliport System Plan, inventories unique
square mile area, there are over 400 aviation facilities, 		
airspace elements such as the region’s complicated Class B
57 of which are public-use. Of these public-use airports,
airspace and the recent implementation of additional
approximately 21 are located within 30 nautical miles of
Class D airspace at the following airports:
DFW. This high density of public-use
North Central Texas
• Arlington Municipal Airport
airports indicates that more airport
Aviation
Facilities
• Fort Worth Spinks
services and capacity might be needed
• Grand Prairie Municipal Airport
to support the GA traffic in the future.
• 2 Primary Commercial
A total of 11 System Plan airports
This ratio implies a higher level of, or
Airports
operate under Class D. There are 13
greater dependency on, GA activity
• 11 Reliever Airports
airports within North Central Texas that
than in other regions.
• 14 GA Airports
have an air traffic control tower. Of these,
For more information on the
• 1 Military Training Airfield
six towers operate under the Contract
region’s airspace, contact a member
• 3 Public-Use Heliports
Tower Program. In 2009, the region’s
of NCTCOG’s aviation staff and
• 300+ Private-Use Aviation
towered reliever airports conducted over
read the Regional Airspace Report at
Facilities
875,000 operations (Source: FAA ATADS).
www.nctcog.org/systemplan. m
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Regional General Aviation
Outreach Video Underway!

O

ne of the exciting planning
products underway in Year Four
of the Regional General Aviation and
Heliport System Plan is the creation of a
regional airport “public education” video.
The video’s goal is to highlight the
importance of GA, the requirements for
protecting current and future
infrastructure, and the overall community
benefits created by GA and vertical flight.
As outreach for public-use airports
become more necessary, tools such as
videos and publications contribute to
their long-term sustainability. Public

perception of GA can sometimes be
inaccurate. This video will help to
enlighten the general public, elected
officials, decision makers, and local
municipal staff about the benefits of GA
airports.
This effort presents a wide spectrum
of operations in the region including:
• Corporate Aviation
• Municipal and Rural Airports
• Heliports
• Airparks
• Land Use Compatibility
• Special Events

• Air Cargo
• Flight Training
• Emergency Medical Services
The video is assembled in segments
for demonstration as needed,
depending on the audience. However
they have the capability to be linked,
resulting in a seamless educational tool.
This video will showcase the
diversity, economic impact, and
general improvement in the quality of
life aviation brings to a community.
The final product is expected to be
available this fall at www.nctcog.org/

Collin County Regional Airport Director, Ken Wiegand,
giving interview for educational video.
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Data Collection Assists
FAA Planning Efforts
T

he Federal Aviation
Administration’s (FAA)
Southwest General Aviation Regional
Airport System Plan has several goals,
objectives, initiatives, and targets that
align with the North Central Texas
Regional General Aviation and Heliport
System Plan. The FAA identified four
objectives for the 2009 to 2013 System
Plan:
• Identify improvements at general
aviation airports that will allow
aircraft to safely operate in lower
visibility conditions (NextGen
initiative);
• Identify system performance targets
to improve safety, capacity (access)
and efficiency;
• Communicate the current
performance of the general aviation
airport system; and
• Improve the overall performance
(level-of-service) of the general
aviation system by developing and
implementing programs, supporting
capital development, and identifying
resources to meet the targets.

These objectives assign target
achievements for the 19 North Central
Texas airports categorized as Tier I or II
within the FAA Southwest System Plan.
In line with the FAA’s goals of
increased safety and organizational
excellence, the following key data
points were collected and assessed this
year for the Tier I and II airports in
North Central Texas:
• Runway Surface Friction:  To reduce
the number of aircraft that overrun
the runway upon landing; the friction
of the runway surface of turbojet
aircraft should be increased through
grooving or other techniques. The
existence of grooving, level of rubber,
and pavement age was collected for
this objective.
• Runway Safety Area (RSA) Standards:  
To reduce the potential loss of life or
damage to aircraft operating at an
airport, the RSA should meet FAA
design standards. Site visits were used
to collect data on objects and terrain
in the RSA with the Global
Positioning System (GPS) and

compiled in Geographic Information
System (GIS). These will help FAA
indentify and prioritize safety
improvements in the future.
• Height Hazard Zoning:  The existing
local ordinances and restrictions on
height of structures were collected to
produce an inventory for
benchmarking. As North Central
Texas puts increased pressures on
airports, it will be more important
than ever to ensure proper zoning is
in place.
Ultimately, these efforts assist in the
first stages of data collection and
evaluation for the FAA’s Southwest
System Plan as well as provide a basic
assessment for North Central Texas.
The data will be used in the regional
system plan when recommendations
on roles, policies, and development
are generated.
For more information regarding
the FAA Southwest General Aviation
System Plan please visit:
www.faa.gov/airports. m

Approach end of runway 32 at
Clark Field in Stephenville, Texas.
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Special Events to Increase
Regional GA Activity
B

eing home to four professional sports teams and
a major NASCAR race track, North Central Texas
has several facilities capable of hosting a variety
of large special events. With major sporting and
entertainment events being planned for these venues,
a consistent flow of out of region visitors is expected to
pour into the area, providing a boost to the region’s
economy. To help ensure the overall success of each
event, the North Central Texas Council of Governments
has produced a Special Events Report to establish best
practices for maximizing the use of the regional
GA system.
To illustrate the important role GA plays during special
events, aviation consultant firm SH&E estimates that
during Super Bowl XLV in 2011, there will be 4,000

attendees arriving on 1,000 GA aircraft. This trend of
increased air traffic for events is currently being
experienced by airports in North Texas. For example,
Arlington Municipal Airport (GKY) reported an increase
of four times the amount of traffic during a recent concert
and a substantial increase in activity during Cowboys
games. This activity will increase proportionately across
North Texas as the size and number of special events
continues to grow.
The Special Events Report is a broad planning
guidebook for regional airport sponsors. Coordination,
facility planning, and communication are key in
successfully managing the anticipated increase in air
traffic. Please see the full report at www.nctcog.org/
systemplan. m

Planned Events in North Texas
• NFL/Dallas Cowboys
games

• Cotton Bowl (Annually
from 2010 to 2020)

• 2010 NBA All-star game*

•	Texas A&M vs. Arkansas
football games (10-year
contract)

• 2010 Big 12 Football
Championship game

• 2011 Super Bowl
• 2013 Notre Dame vs.
Arizona football
• 2014 NCAA Final Four
* Held Feb. 14, 2010

Cowboys Stadium in Arlington.

North Central Texas Council of Governments
P.O. Box 5888 | Arlington, TX 76005-5888
www.nctcog.org

To learn more about the North Central Texas
General Aviation and Heliport System Plan,
please visit www.nctcog.org/systemplan

Join us for the 4th Annual

Aviation Summit 2010
Thursday, September 16, 2010
Bell Helicopter
Customer Center
Alliance Airport
13901 Aviator Way
Fort Worth, TX 76117

Gain valuable insight into current aviation issues and
hear the latest on what’s happening in aviation in
North Texas. The event will bring together elected
officials, airport managers, aviation professionals,
municipal officials, pilots and other aviation enthusiasts
to gain a diverse perspective of the needs and
opportunities facing regional aviation.

Cost is $20 per person, includes lunch. (FREE to students with college ID)
RSVP by September 9 | www.nctcog.org/aviationsummit
Contact Michael Mallonee at mmallonee@nctcog.org or (817) 704-2513 for more information.

