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Aviation Education Initiative
Underway; Making Progress
t

he North Texas Aviation Education
Initiative, sponsored by the North
Central Texas Council of Governments
(NCTCOG), is underway and providing
the foundation for a network of higher
aviation education programs in North
Central Texas. This initiative originated
from a widely recognized need for
additional aviation workforce, both
regionally and nationally. Despite its
preeminence in the aviation industry,
and the demonstrated need to train
additional aviation professionals, the
region lacks a public university with
a comprehensive four-year college
program for students who would like to
pursue an aviation career.
With the abundance of aviation
employers and related employment
opportunities in North Central Texas,

a well qualified workforce is required
within the region. Deliverables of this
study will provide existing institutions
with strong recommendations and tools
to ensure the success of the regional
aviation industry.
The study scope outline includes
an implementation plan, degree
options, internship opportunities, and
professional certifications and licenses.

The study will also include a public
outreach plan to address the necessary
future marketing and outreach to
engage and sustain a robust student
population in North Central Texas.
Progress is being made quickly
as the study will be complete by the
end of 2009. So far, a comprehensive
literature review and a variety of focus
groups targeting current and potential
students has been completed. A series
of stakeholder events to seek input
is also being conducted throughout
the study. The first in this series was
held on June 30, 2009, with two more
expected in September and November
of this year.
For more information regarding this
study and future events, please visit
www.nctcog.org/aviationeducation. m 
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Vertical Flight Critical to
Emergency Preparedness
b

ecause vertical flight capability is
a critical component of
emergency preparedness, NCTCOG
recently convened a workshop attended
by local Emergency Medical Service
(EMS) personnel and airport officials at
the Dallas Vertiport.
Two NCTCOG departments—
Transportation and Emergency
Preparedness—co-hosted the event,
highlighting the agency’s overall mission
of assisting local governments in
planning for common needs,
cooperating for mutual benefit, reducing
duplication of efforts, and coordinating
for sound regional development.
Nationally, EMS is the greatest user
of vertical flight, with almost 1/3 of the
average hours flown in a 10-year period
logged for emergency operations,
according to the FAA. In contrast, only

Every airport is
also a vertiport
and heliport.
Heliport: A facility for
the landing and taking
off of rotary wing
aircraft
Helistop: A landing pad
for occasional use by
rotary wing aircraft
Vertiport: A facility
intended for the
takeoff and landing of
a tiltrotor aircraft and
rotorcraft.
(SOURCE: CITY OF DALLAS)

2 % of the vertical flight hours flown are
attributed to corporate business. Other
use classifications are police and public
safety (6 %); fire/external load lift
(8 %); news media (8 %); utility and
patrol (19 %); personal services,
(12 %) and air taxi/charter (14 %).
Several funding sources were
identified through this event to
provide support for vertical flight
operations, such as Automated
Weather Observation Systems (AWOS)
and regional hazard preparedness
planning.
Discussions and recommendations
from the workshop are part of the
research and outreach components of
the System Plan.
For more information contact
Michael Mallonee at 817-704-2513,
mmallonee@nctcog.org. m

Air Cargo Vital Part of Region’s Economy

a

s the largest inland port in the
nation, North Central Texas is a
leader in global and domestic trade.
This can be attributed to the region’s
vast system of highways, rail lines, and
airports.
According to a recent publication by
the Dallas Regional Chamber, since the
beginning of this decade, the total
value of registered imports and exports
at the region’s airports has nearly
doubled from $30 billion per year, to
$57 billion per year in 2008.1
The report also stated that in
2007 the region processed
974,140 metric tons of cargo,
making the region the 22nd
largest air cargo hub in the
world.2
The region’s success in the
air cargo business can be
attributed to major

distribution hubs for FedEx and UPS,
the nation’s largest Foreign Trade
Zone located at Fort Worth Alliance
Airport, and a superior network of GA
airports to support cargo operations
in the region.
The ability to ship air cargo is
essential for the economic growth of a
region. Therefore, NCTCOG has
produced a General Aviation Air Cargo
Analysis as part of the System Plan.
The report profiles the impact of air

cargo in North Central Texas. Whereas
DFW, Alliance, and Dallas Love Field
benefit the region’s businesses by
providing scheduled air cargo
operations, several of the region’s GA
airports aid businesses by allowing
them to provide critical just-in-time
cargo shipments to their customers.
While the region’s major cargo
airports cannot be underestimated,
equally as important are the region’s
smaller GA airports which make
possible the seamless flow of
goods to and from North
Central Texas.
For the entire Air
Cargo Report visit
www.nctcog.org/aviation.m 
1 GLObAL DFW REPORT bY DALLAS REGIONAL
CHAMbER
2 GLObAL DFW REPORT AND AIRPORT COUNCIL
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT RANkINGS
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Aircraft Owners Rank Important
Airport Characteristics

Parker County Pilot Wins Drawing
Very Important to Regional Aircraft Owners
• Fuel prices and the availability of Avgas	 
• Availability and cost of enclosed hangar space	 
• Airport security	 
• Maintenance and service	 
• Instrument approaches	 
• Customer service/friendliness	 
Not as Important to Regional Aircraft Owners
•	  Availability of Jet Fuel 
•	  Proximity of the airport to the pilot’s clients and 	 
	 
working address
•	  Presence of an air traffic control tower 
The full survey report and analysis is available at
www.nctcog.org/systemplan. m 

John Garrison (left), pictured with Michael Mallonee,
NCTCOG transportation planner, built this Osprey 2
amphibious aircraft over eight years. His name was
drawn from the group of survey respondents to
receive a $500 gift card. Garrison operates mostly
out of Parker County but also utilizes Bourland Field
and Lake Weatherford Airport.

Local Protection of Airports More Important Than Ever

N

orth Central Texas remains a rapidly growing region despite recent downturns in the economy. By 2030, the
region is expected to be home to more than nine million residents and over five million jobs. Although growth is
good for the regional economy, what does it mean for our system of airports? North Central Texas airports are already
feeling the pressures of urban encroachment in a variety of ways such as residential development, height hazards, and
other incompatible land uses.
Airports will continue to struggle to protect and maintain safe and navigable airspace surrounding their facilities. A
critical component to prevent future limitations on airport service is the protection of airspace and airport
infrastructure from urban encroachment. Obstructions from proposed construction of buildings, communication
towers, drilling rigs, and cranes can greatly affect aircraft operations. It is a popular misconception that the FAA is
tasked with the prevention of encroachment on airports. Although an existing FAA Obstruction Evaluation/Airports
Airspace Analysis (OE/AAA) reporting process helps monitor growth and development, preventing construction of
objects hazardous to air navigation is a local responsibility.
For more information on the FAA OE/AAA Obstruction Evaluation process, visit: www.oeaaa.faa.gov. For assistance
with encroachment prevention, contact Michael Mallonee at 817-704-2513, mmallonee@nctcog.org. m 
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N

CTCOG recently distributed a regional aircraft owner’s
survey as part of data collection for the Regional General
Aviation and Heliport System Plan. In January 2009, approximately
6,000 surveys were mailed, seeking input on aircraft owner
preferences in regard to regional aviation facilities. The survey
produced a solid return rate with valuable insight into why
pilots and owners choose to operate at specific local airports.
Survey results show that regional aircraft owners, as well as
itinerant pilots, share similar opinions regarding the
importance of general aviation (GA) airport services in North
Central Texas. Ratings for facility characteristics and amenities
were essentially the same, regardless of where the
respondent’s airplane or helicopter was based. On average,
within the same facility, business and recreational pilots rate
facility preferences in the same manner. Key findings include:
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Join us for the

Aviation Summit 2009
Highlights of the Summit will include: Going Green in
Thursday, October 1, 2009 

General Aviation, an environmental summary and update;
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Frontiers of Flight Museum
 Super Bowl XLV, the vital role of Regional General Aviation
6911 Lemmon Ave, Dallas, TX 75209 surrounding the 2011 Super bowl; and Business Aviation,
an economic outlook.
Sponsored by the

Visit the Frontiers of Flight Museum to see generations of
North Central Texas

displays and artifacts at www.flightmuseum.com. RSVP today
Council of Governments

at www.nctcog.org/aviationsummit.
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